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‘A - ZA‘VIBTAN Forex gn
Office oﬁcxat accused of
_treason 15 being--tried in
camera’in Lusaka, appar--
-ently to:save the Americanr
CIA from embarrassmem.

" The request that the trial
should not-be held in public
came from the US embassy
in Lusaka. The .oflcial,
Webster K. Lu.mbwe, is said
to have ‘told President
L.aunda that he was. recrmted
“by the € Vel :

kaunda has been x:rnubled_
for more: than'a year: by

efforts, .40 overthrow -him:
which ' he ‘believes to-. have
been mastermindeds.by. the
:CIA; .the. South Aincan-
m:ellxgence' ~aservices.’ and,
possibly;: also “ by a West
German agency. - .

‘It seems unllkely that the
three agencies were working
in collusmn ‘But the
opposition "groups they sup-
port share the  aim of
overthrowing Kaunda.

Earlier this year he ordered
the expulsion of an American
diplomat whom he accused
of being a CIA agent trying
to subvert the regime. There-
were "three coup attempts
Iast year, 2and a coup was-
planned: for last July-when
Kaunda was due to attend the
annual Organisation of
"African Unity.. summ.lx m
Nairobi. .

. The President got wnd of
the plot’ and stayed m bxs
capital.

Why should the CIA be
involved in Kaunda’s.over-
throw ? ..The; only. - - obvious :
-reason. is. Kaundas dedision
to buy arms and* eqmp—nent:
from the Soviet bloc. -

He took that decision more
than - two™ years ago wheén
President Carter was still in
office. Carter, who had agood
relationship . with "Kauada,
expressed hxs concern a‘ :he
time, .7 -
~-No. acnon-appears to have-
been- taken to- support-those
working for.Kaunda’s over-
throw until Presideng Reagas ;

:sources,, The most-persistent

‘Kzaunda) -
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! Kaunda had acted-—after
‘ten fruitless- years ' asking
Western goveraments for the
weapons he believed neces-
sary-to defend- Zambia from'
Rhodesian and. Soum Afrxcan
attacks. . &
' He had pressed successive;
British - governments to pro-f
vide Zambia with sophisti-|
cated weapons, but ‘without:
success: -~ He appealed ‘or'
"Arderican “aid but Presnden
_l\en:or.r refused to receive hinr.
{Carter ad’rmmstratxon’
was “alst” “unresporsive; “as
-were Sweden and Wesr. Ger-
‘many.}} I o
- Iwe September 1978 ‘(aunda-
met the then Brmsh Prime

'\Lmst-.MJamﬂs Cal!aghan,
.at. Kano. (Britain- agreed to
-send’ technicians to restore]
Zambxas_Ra.pxe: au- defenc~
s:,stem P oty
Althoucrh a rmh:ary team
“ent ‘tar Zambxa the ‘system
was not repau'ed The Rhode-!
sians szem to have learnt of
its inefiectiveness and began
.a series of aerial” attacks on
guerrﬂla bases in. Zambxa
Kaunda turnsd* to * the
Russians . in 51979 and their
response: was immediate and
positive. f;rranvements were
made to; dehvnt axrcratf aud

The opposxtmn to Ka\mda
has come’ from three main

challenigers:- have” been a
small but influentiat group of
intellectuals “and business-
men,- with support from’
elements among the Bemba
tribe. After. the  Bemba
leader Simon Kapwepwe died .
in 1930 the two most promi-
nent members of the group
are Ernest’ %‘aka!a “(oftsn
mentioned “as “the man
marked out to replace
tand . Valentine
Musakanyz' With--11" others,

tbey are on trial for treason.

Secret ﬁ;ia
1 %
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The second source of dis-

affection” -is ~in ‘the .army,

where a..smallidissident]
group - of - officers~ was.- re-:
ported to.have been involvad:
.in a shootout 'in the: atmy

“barracks ' in.#October -.1980.;

This mcxden: has never been
confirmed.: 7. - : £
The thlrd group compnsea,
trade union leaders on the,
Copperbelc who embarked on:
damagmv .strike -someé.
mont:xs ago. ‘A number were;
detained, “but all except fou:l
of the trade union leaders-
‘have since been released.’
- Zambia’s economy con--
tinues " to 1 nge cause fot!

|

.’serious concern. It sufered-

grievously “bacause- of -the!
country’s. support for sanc-|
tionns against Rhodesia and'
there were hopes of a drama-|
tic change once Zimbabwe !
bacame mdependem in April |
1930. Althou,u. there are.
some sigas of 1mproveme‘1t
‘in the communicatiossto the!
"sea, the continuing Jow price’
of copper, the downturn of:
the international . - gconomy:
and the higher cost of oil and.
industrial imports, have mili-;
tated - agams: t"le expectedl
recovery. ~
This has’ haJ a depressmg'
effect. on morale ‘Combined '
.with, the state” of"msecunty’
‘produced by the strikes and !
fthe_aborted, coup Tattempts,
‘tha” situation: bas*proved a;
“serious “tést ‘for * President
‘Kaunda’s - leadership.: How-
-ever, there is. e’ evxdence‘
that his’ posmon xs senous!y 1
‘threatened. - R
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